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I am a.tt<!i,C!jing a transcript of the i-ajor i-ortlori i::),f my talk 
9A v't'i^^'t'i'^'^^ befor* Vm Sierra Club, Tenipito Cliapter, in 
ft'-esRo, Gallforala an Fetlar^oary 17, 19!»'9, at O'nOO P.K, 

T!i« ■!?rOfi!3!:'«n was ooaducted in %!!■*••« B«.ctiowil 1, "r«.Ik, *?!:« 
effect OB Pmrk Valute o.:f the l:Topo»«d Iiciii'-le¥el Ilout* ThrO'iigti 
,Srf»:rald Pay and IJ., L» .Bliac f>|*t« Park*" ('Baaod o,ri facts 
•a,|K)lii»'d Isy our 3m.crA!w:nitOi offlot). 2. Showing 'Of «» ■fllit, 
"Calif ornim FlolMay*. 3.. -'lucstiori and aaiwwr period, 

Tiie recaption if ■th;Ls taliE by a eireiid that I'lllftd over half of 

tJie Coiaty SchooLi 'tuilding iuclitoriuisa mm -very i;3riB.t.lf;firig, 
P^rliap* ttie most gystUYing aifptct wa* *t the conol'siBlon oS %\m 
presentation, the laajoTtty of the iiiKiianc© »#p*rated into 
ciisaiSBton groape mml contlnaitd «,flkiasj q'ii««'tlr:>nii unt:!.! a;rt;.«r 
111 00 "',•''', 

:rt wc'uld \m Int'erestixyif, to tiote tlnat 1 r<iitc«.i.v©d no diwct or 
iridlreot imiiaationa foll<*rttife; IIkj ifrc»ai'rl:*tion t.h,at anyom 
rji-ea^iit considstred 'tins low-tovel pmposAl In favor mm- the 
altorria-te 1ii|,sh,-le'v»l aoaiFiic ro'irbe. 
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mS EFFiSCT ON Pftffi ¥M.UaS GF Tn& PROPOSED 

'M?'-'ffiTCi^ ftowg TmagM 

.SMgJlALD BAY' kWD .D." L. BLI^S "WIT S' .P.tft.K8 

Teaterday, my District Superintemient, Clyde Newlin, called m into his office 
and said, ''Bob - inasmuch a« you, ver® the first Banger asaigned to Siaerald Bay 
State Park, I would like you to drivo to Fresno tonorrow to show the -nm Park film 
and preaent a talk regaxd,±ng thu propoo®d bridge across the mouth of Eiaerald Bay." 

Sow, raost of mj talk.® havB been given in a mountain setting t<'> gro'apa of camper® 
enjoying a blaaing campfire. Tonight, of courae, w can't ha;ve tlie caapf'ire, 
but the topic i0 one that is vital to everyone intereoted and 'who hm a keen 
appreciation for the natursil beauties of our state. The natural scene of our 
state is a heritage that you and I can be Justifiably proud. 

F-irst ot all - by a show of hands - how laany of you have visited .aaerald Bay^ 
at Lake TaJioe? That's wonderful - almost everyone here in the a:ud.itorium. Ifou 
can then appreciate the mgnif loent setting of Ejawald Bay and I). L. Bliss State 
Pai'ks , 

As you know - the .Uivlaioa of Beaches and Parks is dedicated to providing a F\iblic 
Service, One of o'ur responsibilities is preserving the nat'ural scene in om^ State 
Parks. W'e are faced at the present time with a proposal to cut a highway through 
■two of our iBOBt beautiful parks and have a low level bridge erected across the 
mouth of Emerald Say, 

:Hy purpose tonijjht is sitaply to^ put before you son© of the effects on the Park 
values to this propo«*l. 

Let !'« read an editorial from your' own newspaper, the Fr esno Bee t 

.Priceless Asset 

"In an article in 'Life 'iMgasine, D. L. Bl'lss State Park at the mouth 
of .ISiwrald Bay at Lake fahoe is d.eservedly included as one of the 50 

■most beaut'iful oawping places in 'the United Stateo. 

"lake T'sho© itsaK is known ^aniversally as on® of the world's fp:e.at 
bea:uty spots, though peopls living in 'Wxis area 'nay forgot its imiq;u©nes® 
because of faiftiliarity, 

"It is hard to underatand how any responsible organization or thinking 
individual can Sttpport plai'ia which wou.ld destroy or damage the rare qualities 
of Taho® or iSnisraid .Bay and D, L, Bliss Park. 

"let there a.r© |T<iUp« working to have a. bridge built across the en'tranc© to 

Eruerald Bay as the ©.asiest way of enticinf? more tourists to drive around 
the lake, 

"The reMoning, of course, is that with KOi-e to'urls'ts there will be roor© 
biasii'iess and more laoney to be .made »©rvi.ng them. The fact the proposed br :idge 
woivld daiaage tlie State Park sev©re.ly and iiar 'tha .imttiral beffl,uty of the bay 
apparently meims little to these groups. 



""'Snlii:!;hto:ned M@lf. inter© Bt ahould t«ll ttio« a coMneiit tuch as Ufe M*gaa,ljao 
Biakes for Bliss: Park la laore valuatale than a high speed 'h,igliMay. And if th© 
bridge did exiot, the Bliaa Park cwrtaialy would not qualify aa one of th® 
jmtiona 50 moot beaatiful camping ipota." 

Lit lis explore 'this tho^ugtit a little further. What ia the effect on Park valaea 
of a bridge at the entrance to- Snarald Bay and the approach on a new law-level 
route across D, L, Blite and Emerald Baj State Parks? 

Against a backcirop of Alpine p«ak8 of the lofty Sierra Nevada, D, L. Blisa and 
EsTierald flay State' Parks preserve for p'Ublic 'uine aad enjoyment miles of the moat 
aceixlc shores of Lake Tatioe.. This is one of the celebrated beauty .spots not only 
of California but of the nation. For this reason conservation organia«tio.Mi and 
individuals bsmi opfjoaed 1;he proposal for a new low-level higtway and the bridging 
of ::3Merald Bay. Cki a statewide and national baaia th«y haw taken the position, as 
has th© California Sta:te Park Coinmisaion, that all other possibilities for serving 
the needs of highway traffic should be fully explored before even considering th© 
defaoeaiant of Eaierald Bay and the two State Pajfks. 

We haw liad repeated requests for a statemeii't of the Park point of view. Some 
of tlie objections that lime been raised against a low-level route «r©i 

1. Ti'ie approaches to a bridge aoroso: the narrows of Saerald Bay would 
destroy a" nev cajapgrcond on the south bay shore. B«c«ase of steep, rocky 
terrain, altei-natlve sl'teffl' for relocation of the ii«ch needed camping 
faeilities are miavailab'le . 

2. A, aew low level route would bisect both parks with m expreoisway, 
mailing extremely difficult administration of th© area for recreational 
purposes. The probleia of iiioise, etrpecially from heayj-, faster moving 
trucks, .in closer proxiiiilty to all i-ccre«tiona.l d,evelopments would destroy 
th© ro3tfulne«8 of the canpijromids , 

3. A low-level route, including the huge cuts, fills, and a bridge, would 

add another prominent scar to th,e scen.ic landscape, and therefo^re would encircle 
ittoerald .Say with a ring of buildosiad hillsldos which would promote additional 
elides. 

I.U The ■present high-level road provideo the most .scenic view of all Iske Tahoe 
.and Eaerald Bay. IVeservmtion of this ge.rai of California and tevada scen.©ry 
is of public inte.r©at to the Stat© and Mation. 

5;. Sngineers are proud of tii©.ir pro,feaaion and It has been demonstrated "'a the 
oast that, given enough twney, they can meet tlie challenge .involved ia de ^ sing 
an iieprovoinent of the ' exiS'ting route, Timking it safe for reasonable speed 1 or 
ti-iTough traffic as well as for the sightseers wti.o coaT>rtfte the b'olk. of the travel, 
California's outdoor recreational opportunities are now eco.noHdcally important 
enough, to !» considered on a par ti'i :inif>ortarice with other factors in routing 
of ro.ads, 
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6, T'hase areas under tte protection of ttw State Park Systea ar® protacting 
at le.«Bt one siiia.ll. portion of the tSTit'^Lre alior©llaa of Lak'o T.al:iiOO from ui-bani- 
aation and couffiwrcialiaa. Full scale land-use mid sonirig studies are now beini? 
contemplated by a projaitwnt foundffl;tion to protect ti» outdoor recreational 
qualities which are rapidlj disappearing fi'ora tiie Lake Taho® area, 

7. UiMijency in settling th:LB traffic problem can in no way b« gear«d to the 
dewloiwient oi' a faatex route for acc««B to the Winter OlyapicB at Squaw Valley, 
for' it is known that neither a am route nor improvdmnt of ttie existing route" 
can be accomplished by I96I, 

As I have mentioned, ttiere is anothiBr proposal - and one wt'iich the Diiriaion of 
iiaachea and Pjurks favor rerj strongly, and that Is to impi-ove the scanic h:l|rh level 
route a,nd tunnel through that slide ai-ea that forces cloaiire of the road during ttm 
winter moivWis , Ii©t in© draw a few coraparisons with, rejB|:«ct to the two proposal* 1 

1, iJoth the low-le¥Bl route with th;e bridge and the 1:iig;h-:ie'vel 
scenic route with a tunnel are .feaalbl®. 

2, The total mile* iniirolTOd for the low level route is 5,72. F'or the 
higJi-levBl fflcenic route is 7.72 or 2.03 additional miles over tl'ie 
low leirel route, 

3, Ttie cost? Based on two lanes only is |ll4,6lS,0OO for the low -level 
eatlHiate. fieaeirtoer, this is based only on the two laneo - not for the 
four lanes whloli is proposed for later construction, for the high-le'vel 
scenic route? 13,770,000, which indicatea a saving of |81i5,000, " The 
coat of cono'truction temds to be an inrinortant noint in this controvBrsy. 
GoiiBider tliis - T. B'red Bagahaw, Assistant Director, Department of Pulslic 
Works, stated on February 6, 1959 that the Di via ion,' of Highways will 

make ijiiDroveftient of $1,000, (X)0 in the nresent high-level route even i f the 
low-level project is a lao realiaed. Tlius, the true cost of a tunnel" an2~ 
approacfies would be onT^TfJi^TT^'S^ , 

k» 'What Is involved in tne cono traction of both of th,es© proT>oBala'? First, 
let ua consider only the low level p,raposal, 

a. fi^arth and jpcavel fill along Luke T^aJioe from north point of .Snerald 
Bay to 1,1 ■milea north, lief ore ffl,lignra8nt iieads we,8t tl:iTou,fi;h the 
center of the Park, 

b. Sarth and gravel ,fill along Lake Taiioe from the south point O'f 
Sterald Bay to Stat© Park l,ine - laco ft. 

c. Cut cojwa lately virgin tiiaber forest norfhi point of iSmerftld ,B«y, 

d. Cut lii2 plus ft, of right of way. 

e. Th« bridge will he kO ft. wide, lUlO ,ft. long, 5o ft, above 
water, connecting with fill, 50 ft. high, 120 ft, wide (minimua,) 
for 1^X3 ft, north frcsa that point. 

Coiip,«r« tills to the proposed high-level scenic route - 

«. 'Ko fill. 

b. Ho appirecialsle change from, present aligmnent. 

c. fuiuwl-boi*e (1,300 ft.) hidden froia view, 

d. Minor cuts inland west of D, L. Bliss State Park on the 
new aliipnajnt. 

Mhat more can be ,3aidt 



In conclusion, let n» leaiw th.l« thought with you - 

Writ tog of hia fir^t sight of Lak© Ta,ho«, Mark Twain saidt 
'■*«• plodded on, and at Imot tl» lake burst upon uu, a noblo sheet 
of blue water... wallfld in by a river of snow-clad peaks Uvat t'Owereid 
aloft full 3, '000 fi»t kighar still. As it lay there with the ahadowo 
of the iio'untaina 'brilliantly photographed upon its it ill surface, I 
ttiought it mual iBm*ely be the fairost picture the whole earth affords,. 



Showing of 'Film., "'California 'Holidfty" . 



Prosented by: Roi:)«rt ¥, 'Hillar 

State Park ?laniier II 
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2-B-THE FRESNO BEE \ 

Fresno, CaL, Tue.,Feb. 17/»j 



Tahoe Span 

U6S /\r6 



Parley Topic 

The issue.? invoivedlft.' the'' 
•proposed ' construction of a 
],410 foot low level, bridge 
across JEmerald Bay at Lake| 
Tahoe will be discussed to-j 
night at 8 o'clock" at a meet- 
ing of the Tehipite Chaptg- 
of the Sierra Club. I 

The meeting vvill be in the 
Fresno County Schools Ad- 
ministration Building audi- 
torium at Mariposa and M 
Streets. ! 

The sneaker will be Robert 
Hiller, an official' of the D. L. 
B!is.«i 'H'em,orial State 'Park atl^ 
.Lake Tahoe, one of two state j' 
parks' the proposed bridge and 
connecting highway would tai-/ 
sect. 

The public is invited. | 

The bridge is being op-;' 
posed by the Sierra Club be-! 
cause it would cut a six milei 
swath through the Bliss and ' 
Emerald Bay State Parks. i 
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kan is Cdkd 
Costlier Roufe 



mEs«o 11- r™-^ 

, chief ranger of state n ri/' 
shows a lou y *,'^ «sfs 

Proposed rr,n * '?'""«« the 

safe "'■' '"''J<e it! 

Ithe See " °'"""'"' "' 



